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IN THE CLAIMS! 

Please cancel claim 4 and 8 and amend claims as follows: 

1. (presenUy amended) A method for echo reduction, comprising: 
jwtting 0 prodotormin e d timo p e riod having on oiq)initiom 

g timer to u puiftto for said piodotonninod tlmo period nt o otnit -o f^t 
tr on n m iiiinn nf rftnm"^''""*^"" nipnin; m>A 

attenuating communication signals at the start of said a transmission ^ 0) until rec^ia 

»r rr^nr^ fiicnala fro m nne or more ec^n .^«mceller8 indicating that COhO SRnals are 
^nn^ ftH*.^^ helnw a thre^Vinlri: and (m i f there is no said receit>t Of Said m9 or mm 

nr,B nr mor e r.»neeUera ii^Hir^tina that echo signals are cancelled bejowa 
Ih r^aViflld. then until sod expiration of said a predeteraiined time period to roduoo 
M q)litudop of e cho signala prior to e cho oona e llotioB . 



2. (cancelled) 

3. (cancelled) 



4. (cancelled) 

5, (currently amended) The method of claim 1, fiirther comprising: 

receiving one or more echo canceller signals fiom sdd one or more echo cancellers; and 
adjusting an attenuation value based on the echo canceller signals to attenuate the 
communication signals^ 



6. (original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

providing for one or more attenuation values; and 

attenuating the communication signals based on the attenuation values. 
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7. (cuirently amended) The method of claim 6, further comprising: 

setting the attenuation values based on an estimated effectiveness of ^ said one more 
echo canoellets from ^ start of the communication. 

8. (cancelled) 

9. 0>reviously presented) A method for echo reduction, comprising: 
detecting a start of a communication; 

receiving one or more signals from one or more echo cancellers indicating tba* echo 
signals are cancelled below a threshold; and 

attenuating communication signals of the communication for a predetermined time to 
reduce ampUtudes of echo signals based on the signals received from the echo cancellers prior to 
echo cancellation. 
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